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I have learned so much about public interest lawyering 
from my year as the Murnaghan Fellow, and will carry 
this experience with me throughout the rest of my career. 

—Anna Jagelewski
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Jeffrey E. McFadden 
Chairman of the Board and President of the Fellowship

Dear Friends,
Just recently, I had the honor of watching Robbie Kaplan deliver our most recent 

Murnaghan Fellowship public lecture at the Walters in Baltimore. In that captivating 

presentation, Robbie described how she came to represent Edie Windsor as the 

plaintiff, appellant, and finally the appellee in the seminal U.S. Supreme Court case 

that struck down the Defense of Marriage Act: United States v. Windsor. Robbie’s 

lecture, and her historic achievement, made manifest yet again one of the guiding 

principles behind the Francis D. Murnaghan, Jr. Appellate Advocacy Fellowship: that 

committed, spirited, unrelenting appellate advocacy can create and catalyze seismic 

change for those of our citizens whose fundamental civil rights too often lack voice in 

the halls of our government and in the hearts and minds of our society. That change 

is impossible without your financial support, and our many successes over the last 

fifteen years are a testimony to that support and, I hope, an incalculable return on 

your investment. For those of you who may not yet have contributed, please help us. 

For those of you who already have, please continue to help us. To all of you, please 

continue to make manifest the progress and seismic changes the Murnaghan Fellows 

and Robbie Kaplans of the world make happen every day, not just in Baltimore, but 

all across the country. America will be a better place for your efforts.

Sincerely yours,

Jeffrey E. McFadden
Chairman and President
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Farewell Anna Jagelewski  
2014-2015 Murnaghan Fellow
I began my incredible year with the Murnaghan Fellowship following clerkships with 
the Honorable Reggie B. Walton in the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia and the Honorable Florence Y. Pan of the Superior Court for the District of 
Columbia. I was inspired to attend law school and to dedicate my work to addressing 
the inequality and injustices faced daily by people living in poverty. While working as the 
Murnaghan Fellow this past year, I did just that. Among other work, I filed a reply brief 
and argued on behalf of Victoria Kelly before the Maryland Court of Special Appeals 
in order to collect wages wrongfully withheld from her by her employer. The case was 
remanded, and the employer’s “ignorance of the law” defense was rejected. As a result 
Ms. Kelly was able to seek, and was awarded, additional wages and damages. I also 
drafted a successful writ of certiorari and an opening brief in the Maryland Court of 
Appeals on behalf of Felicia Lockett regarding her right to collect attorney fees following 
a successful anti retaliation case against her landlord. Finally, I was privileged to have 
written a successful certiorari petition and opening brief in Allmond v. Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene, a case challenging the constitutionality of recent 
amendments to Maryland’s forcible medication statute before the Court of Appeals. 
Following my fellowship I began my current clerkship for the Honorable Andre Davis 
in the Fourth Circuit. I am honored to have been able to serve as last year’s fellow and 
grateful to be a part of the wonderful Murnaghan Fellowship family. 

–Anna Jagelewski

Welcome Tassity Johnson  
2015-2016 Murnaghan Fellow
My journey toward working with the Murnaghan Fellowship began in Yale Law School, 
where I was a Student Director with the Immigration Legal Services Clinic and an active 
member of the Transnational Development Clinic. These experiences strongly reinforced 
my desire to work with causes dedicated to addressing community-centered development 
and poverty law issues, and to help underrepresented individuals find the advocates 
they deserve. Following my graduation in 2013, I clerked for the Honorable Janet Hall 
in the U.S. District Court for the District of Connecticut and the Honorable Martha 
Craig Daughtrey in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Since beginning my 
fellowship in September, I have worked on two cases previously handled by the most 
recent fellow, Anna. I have given two oral arguments. The first in Felicia Lockett v. Blue 
Ocean, which deals with the interpretation of the term “rent” in Maryland’s Landlord-
Tenant anti-retaliation statute. The second in Allmond v. Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, which concerns forced medication of involuntarily committed individuals. I am 
honored to have the opportunity to be involved in these landmark cases and to address 
inequality and injustice as the 2015-16 Murnaghan Fellow at the PJC. 

–Tassity Johnson

Appellate Advocacy  
Success Spotlight
Thanks to you, our generous supporters, the Murnaghan Fellow plays a vital role in the 
Public Justice Center’s Appellate Advocacy Project. This partnership allows the PJC and 
the current fellow to influence the development of civil rights and poverty law through 
their work on landmark appellate cases. The hard fought victories of our Fellows take 
time, and often several consecutive Fellows contribute to cases before the realization of 
our end goals. Below we highlight some of this year’s important work:

Reya Boyer-Liberto’s Story:
Ms. Liberto was employed by the Fontainebleu Corporation in Ocean City, MD in 2010 
when a manager twice called her a “porch monkey.” After filing a complaint with Human 
Resources, Ms. Liberto was fired. Ms. Liberto promptly filed a complaint with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, alleging discrimination in violation of Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act. She was issued a Notice of Right to Sue, and brought this action.  
The U.S. District Court in Maryland found that the offensive conduct was too isolated to 
qualify as the basis for a retaliation claim, relying on a 2006 case, Jordan v. Alternative 
Resources Corp.

Along with Metropolitan Washington Employment Lawyers Association attorneys, the 
2013-2014 Fellow, Ilana Gelfman, filed an amicus brief supporting Ms. Liberto in her 
efforts to convince the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit to revisit their earlier 
decision agreeing with the lower court. This time, the Court agreed with Ms. Liberto, 
and decided that a single incident of harassment or offensive conduct could, in fact, be 
enough to create a hostile work environment under the Civil Rights Act and sufficient 
to support a claim for retaliation when an employee such as Ms. Liberto is fired for 
complaining about the conduct. This is a significant victory for workers’ rights in Maryland. 
The PJC had been working to secure a reversal of Jordan ever since it was issued, filing an 
amicus brief authored by former Murnaghan Fellow Roscoe Jones and MWELA counsel 
Jonathan Puth in support of en banc review of Jordan back in 2006.

Felicia Lockett’s Story:
In 2014, Ms. Lockett lived in upper Park Heights and served as the spokesperson for the 
Bristol House Tenant’s Association. The building management used a master meter utility 
billing system and, after numerous difficult meetings between the Tenant’s Association 
and building management regarding billing inconsistencies, Ms. Lockett suddenly received 
a “non-renewal of lease” notification. Then her landlord brought a case to summarily evict 
her from her apartment. The PJC represented Ms. Lockett in her eviction case in Baltimore 
City District Court, and argued that it was retaliation for her attempts to stand up for 
tenants’ rights. Though she lost initially, she obtained a partial victory on appeal to the 
Circuit Court, which denied the eviction and awarded her monetary damages. 

While at the PJC, the 2014-2015 Fellow, Anna Jagelewski, wrote a successful petition 
for writ of certiorari in the Maryland Court of Appeals, along with an opening brief, 
requesting the Court to clarify provisions involving the definition of rent,  
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Moving Towards Our Goal in FY2015
As a result of your continued generosity, we have been able to support 15 Fellows, 
along with our annual lecture series, while continuing to grow our endowment 
to enable the Fellowship to continue in perpetuity. With your valuable continued 
support, we will be able to create an endowment of $1.5 million, which, invested 
primarily in fixed-income securities, will allow us to create a self-sustaining 
investment that generates sufficient income to support the Fellowship while avoiding 
the rises and falls of the equities market. The figure shown on the left, below, tracks 
the total donations made to the Murnaghan Fellowship along with the investment 
earnings on those donations to date. The figure on the right shows our continued 
progress toward our $1.5 million goal. 
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Goal: Perpetual Fellowship  
at $1.5 million

Murnaghan Fellowship  
Revenue 9/30/15 = $42,105

$7,755 
YTD TIAA-CREF 
Account Earnings  
as of 9/30/15

$34,350
Total Donations  
for 2015 

On November 19 we were honored to host, in conjunction with the PJC, an event 
at the Walters Art Museum entitled “Then Comes Marriage: An Evening with Roberta 
Kaplan.” Renowned litigator Roberta Kaplan reflected on her case United States v. 
Windsor, in which she successfully argued that the so-called “Defense of Marriage Act” 
(DOMA) violated the United States Constitution. The landmark decision in this case, 
striking down DOMA, was an incredible victory as lower courts throughout the country 
now rely on it to extend equal rights to same-sex couples under the law. After her lecture, 
Ms. Kaplan conducted a brief question and answer session and a signing for her book 
“Then Comes Marriage: United States v. Windsor and the defeat of DOMA.”

Following the public lecture, we celebrated 
our newest Murnaghan Fellow and said 
farewell to our previous Fellow after her 
incredible year of service. We were privileged 
to have this reception at the home of the 
always-generous Diana Edwards Murnaghan, 
whom we warmly thank for her hospitality. 

 

among others, in the Maryland landlord-tenant retaliation statute. She also urged the 
Court to encourage discretion in favor of awarding of attorney’s fees by lower courts in 
these types of cases. Soon after arriving at the PJC, 2015-2016 Fellow Tassity Johnson, 
delivered an oral argument in Ms. Lockett’s case. 

$1,148,249
Current Assets

$351,751
To Be Raised

The Murnaghan Legacy Circle
The Board of the Murnaghan Fellowship invites you to join the Murnaghan Legacy 
Circle, a group of supporters of the Murnaghan Fellowship who have made 
financial provisions as a part of their estate planning. These substantial gifts to the 
fellowship have a strong impact on ensuring the continued growth and continuation 
of the Fellowship in perpetuity. If you would like to learn more about joining the 
Murnaghan Legacy Circle, please contact:

Warren Hamel, Venable, LLP
750 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
Or, at (410) 244-7563

Felicia Lockett’s Story continued
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